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of a reserve fund or its equivalent, implementation of financial controls, operation 
and maintenance safeguards, and reporting requirements.   

d) As a condition of approval of private communal sewage services and private 
communal water services, regular monitoring of these systems to the satisfaction of 
the District shall be required, with this monitoring designed to protect human 
health, water quality, and the natural environment.  The full cost of this monitoring 
shall be the responsibility of the owner of the private communal sewage services 
and private communal water services. 

e) Resorts on existing private communal sewage services and/or private communal 
water services are required to be connected to municipal sewage services and 
municipal water services when they are available. 

F3.6 CONVERSION OF EXISTING RESORTS 
a) It is a goal of this Plan to retain existing resorts wherever possible.  However, it is 

recognized that owners of resorts may wish convert existing resorts to an alternative 
use for one or a combination of the reasons below: 

i) There is limited interest to continue operating the resort and the prospects of 
new ownership and/or management are limited; 

ii) Increasing regulatory requirements have had, or are likely to have, an impact on 
the ability of the resort to be viable; 

iii) Significant enhancements to the resort are required to compete in the 
marketplace; and/or, 

iv) Occupancy levels have been declining. 

b) Applications to convert a resort to another use shall only be supported by the 
Township where a satisfactory planning justification report is provided and one or 
more of the following circumstances applies: 

i) Environmental, cultural heritage features, hazards or other constraints restrict 
further development or redevelopment of the property; 

ii) The provision of appropriate water and/or sewage disposal services to or on the 
property is not possible; 

iii) The property does not have significant land holdings and/or shoreline frontage; 
and/or 
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iv) Only a portion of the property is proposed to be converted and that portion is 
not physically or functionally necessary for the ongoing operation of an existing 
resort or in the case of a vacant property, the removal would not restrict the 
future development of the lands as a resort commercial use.  

c) Where a report is required in Section F3.6 b), it shall demonstrate that: 

i) The existing use of the property as a resort is no longer viable as a commercial 
enterprise, with detailed reasons provided; 

ii) The other uses that may be permitted as-of-right on the resort property are 
either not viable as a commercial enterprise and/or are not feasible from a 
technical perspective and/or not appropriate on the lands from a land use 
planning perspective;  

iii) The enhancements required to make the resort commercially viable and/or 
which are required to ensure that the resort complies with all current regulations 
are not practical and/or are not feasible; and 

iv) The loss of the commercial land base will not negatively impact the critical mass 
of tourism infrastructure in the Township. 

d) In addition to the above, it shall also be demonstrated that the proposed alternative 
use: 

i) Is appropriate for the site; 

ii) Is compatible with the scale and density of adjacent development; 

iii) Is less impactful on adjacent land uses and the environment than the resort; and, 

iv) Shall include, as a component of the redevelopment, enhancements to the 
natural heritage features and areas and related ecological functions on the site 
and in the immediate area. 

e) Any application for conversion shall require the provision of public access to the 
shoreline in some form, especially where the resort property is used to access other 
properties on a waterbody, except where site conditions render such access 
unfeasible or where sufficient public access to the waterbody is deemed by the 
Township to exist in other locations. 

f) Should conversion to residential uses be proposed, the form of the residential 
development proposed shall be compatible with the density and scale of adjacent 
shoreline development in the area with respect to the frontage of the lot on the 
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water and shall  not be reflective of the density afforded to resort commercial 
accommodations. 

F4 SHORT TERM RENTALS  
a) It is recognized that the sharing economy and short-term private cottage rentals also 

form an important and growing part of the tourism sector.  While there are many 
positive benefits from this form of accommodation, certain negative aspects and an 
uneven application of regulations have also been identified as concerns by 
traditional tourism operators.   

b) The Township shall explore regulatory options of short-term private cottage rentals 
for commercial purposes as distinguished from occasional rental of residential 
cottage properties through licensing, zoning by-laws or other identified tools.   

F5 SEASONAL TENT AND TRAILER PARKS 
The development of seasonal tent and trailer parks is encouraged in the Township as an 
alternative form of accommodation, provided they are not located in the Waterfront Area 
adjacent to Lake Joseph, Lake Rosseau and Lake Muskoka.  Expansion to existing tent and 
trailer parks on these three lakes will require an amendment to the Zoning By-law.   

Any application for an amendment to the Zoning By-law to establish a new seasonal tent 
and trailer park shall be supported by information that address the impact of the operation 
of the proposal on: 

a) The natural heritage features and areas and related ecological functions on the site 
and in the area; 

b) The quality of the water in the affected lake and the hydrological features that 
contribute to water quality and overall lake system health, including the ground 
water recharge and discharge functions on the site and in the immediate area; 

c) Existing topography and vegetation of the area, and the tree canopy in particular, 
when viewed from the water;  

d) Adjacent and nearby existing or planned land uses; 

e) The significant built heritage resources, protected heritage properties, significant 
cultural heritage landscapes and significant archaeological resources on the site 
and in the area;  


